
 
  

Overview 

United States History is the second part of a two-year study of U.S. history that begins in 8th 
Grade. The content spans from post-Reconstruction to the present along with a review of the founding 
documents. Historical content focuses on the cultural, political, economic, and social events and issues 
related to expansion, imperialism, industrialization, urbanization, major wars, domestic and foreign 
policies, and reform movements. Students examine the impact of geographic factors on major events 
and analyze American society, evaluate the dynamic relationship of the federal government, and analyze 
efforts to expand the democratic process. Students describe the relationship between the arts and the 
times during which they were created as well as analyzing the impact of technology innovation of the 
American labor movement. Critical thinking is used to interpret the past, including points of view and 
historical context.  
  
Scope and Sequence 

1st Nine Weeks 

Celebrate Freedom – Constitution, Bill of Rights, 
Founding Ideals 

The West, Gilded Age, and Industrialization 

Progressivism  

3rd Nine Weeks 

1940s – World War II  
1950s – Culture, Cold War, and Civil Rights 

1960s – Culture, Civil Rights, and Vietnam 

2nd Nine Weeks 

Imperialism, Spanish American War, and World 
War I 
Roaring Twenties 

Great Depression and the New Deal 
 

4th Nine Weeks 

1970s and 1980s – Globalization and a shift 
towards Conservatism 

1990s to Present – Technological Revolution and 
Modern Society  
STAAR/EOC  

 

Evaluation, Grading, and Late Work 
 All submitted work will be graded on the accuracy of the student answers based on mastering 
the standards for the course. There will be no completion grades. No grade or average can be above a 
100. There will be no extra credit assignments. Late work must be turned in to the teacher by the unit 
exam for a maximum score of a 70. Late work will not be accepted after the unit exam.  
 

Grade Categories Grade Value 
Summative Grades: Exams, Essays, Projects 60% 
Formative Grades: Quizzes, In-Class and 
Homework Assignments, Notebook 

40% 

 
Tests and Retesting 
 There will be a minimum of two tests and one essay per grading period. Students who earn less 
than a 90, on an exam, can earn the privilege of retesting with the new grade not to exceed a 90. 
Students can earn half the points back for each question missed on the test. To earn the privilege, 
students cannot have more than one missing assignment during that unit. Retests must be completed 
within one week of the test grade being entered into txConnect. Retests will be completed before or 
after school.  
 
Absences 

It is your responsibility to find out what you missed during your absence. Missed exams are to 
be made up within two days of the absence. Make sure that you check your calendar and Schoology.  
 
 
 
 



Notebook 
 All students must maintain an organized notebook. Notebook must be 3-ring binders. No spiral 
notebooks, spiral paper, or composition books are allowed. The notebook will be graded at least twice a 
grading period. See Schoology for specific notebook instructions.  
 
Cell Phones and Electronic Devices 
 Use of cell phones and electronic devices is forbidden in the classroom without the instructor’s 
permission. Text messaging, gaming, use of camera, video, or voicemail, accepting or sending calls will 
result in the instructor confiscating your phone and turning it in the assistant principal’s office. If use 
occurs during testing, the student will also be held responsible for academic dishonesty, regardless of 
the messages being sent or received. If there is a family emergency see your instructor before class so 
that arrangements for receiving messages can be made. 
 
Written Assignments/Essays 
 All essays (UNLESS SPECIFICALLY INSTRUCTED) must be handwritten using standard BLUE OR 
BLACK INK. Essays completed in pencil, or non-blue or black ink will not be accepted and will receive a 
grade of zero until the essay is completed appropriately. Students have the option to rewrite essays to a 
maximum score of 100. To earn the privilege of rewriting a timed essay students must have submitted a 
complete, on topic essay, by the assigned due date. All rewrites must be turned in before the end of the 
grading period. Not every unit will have an essay but there will be at least one essay per grading period. 
  
Academic Dishonesty 
 Students found in violation of the Honor Code are subject to academic and disciplinary action 
which may include grade penalties on assignments or tests and disciplinary penalties in accordance with 
the Student Code of Conduct. 
 

Academic Dishonesty includes but is not limited to the following. 
 Plagiarism. Copying any academic work from another student. Sharing homework or other 
required assignments with another student. Use of electronic devices (phones, media players, tablets, 
computers, etc.) to access information before, during, or after a test or quiz. Use of electronic devices to 
share information about any assignments. Unauthorized communication between students during an 
exam. Collaborating on homework without the permission of the teacher. See LTHS Student Handbook 
Exhibit C for more examples of cheating and other possible consequences. 
 
Disclaimer 
 The inclusion of social science source material in course material is not intended as an 
endorsement by the instructor of the content, ideas, or values expressed in the material. The material 
has been selected by the State of Texas and the course instructor. In their judgment, the material 
reflects various aspects of the course of study on which course and STAAR/EOC are based and therefore 
appropriate to use to measure the students’ skills and knowledge of this course. 


